


 [Notes to editors] 

 

1. About Neglected Tropical Diseases (NTDs) 

According to WHO, neglected tropical diseases (NTDs)*1 blight the lives of more than 1 billion of the world's poorest 

2.7 billion people. There are 149 countries and territories where NTDs are endemic, at least 100 of which are endemic 

for 2 or more of these diseases, and 30 countries that are endemic for 6 or more. These diseases not only survive and 

spread in conditions of poverty, they also anchor large populations in poverty. NTDs can cause blindness and deform 

in ways that hinder economic productivity and cancel out chances for a normal social life. They can maim, debilitate, 

and kill. The consequences are costly for societies and for health care. 
 
*1 Buruli Ulcer, Chagas disease (American trypanosomiasis), Cysticercosis, Dengue/Severe dengue , Dracunculiasis (guinea-worm 

disease), Echinococcosis, Fascioliasis, Human African trypanosomiasis, Leishmaniasis, Leprosy, Lymphatic filariasis, 



4. About Eisai’s Commitment to Improving Global Access to Medicines 

Today, it is estimated that some 2.7 billion*4 people around the world live on US$ 2 or less per day. Most of these 

2.7 billion people do not have access to essential health 


