


[Notes to editors]  
 

1. About Halaven® (eribulin mesylate)  

  Halaven, a non-taxane, microtubule dynamics inhibitor with a novel mechanism of action, belongs to a class of 

antineoplastic agents, the halichondrins, which are natural products isolated from the marine sponge 

Halichondria okadai. It is believed to work by inhibiting the growth phase of microtubule dynamics without 

affecting the shortening phase and sequestering tubulin into nonproductive aggregates.  

  In a Phase III clinical study (EMBRACE) of Halaven versus treatment of physician’s choice (TPC) in 762 

patients with advanced or recurrent breast cancer previously treated with an anthracycline and a taxane, Halaven 

indicated an extended overall survival (OS) of 2.5 months (OS of 13.1 months versus 10.6 months, respectively; 

Hazard Ratio (HR) 0.81; p=0.041) when compared to TPC. 


