
 
 
 
 

EISAI SUBMITS FIRST MARKETING AUTHORIZATION APPLICATION FOR  

ANTICANCER AGENT LENVATINIB IN JAPAN          



[Notes to editors] 

 

1. About Lenvatinib (E7080)  

Lenvatinib, discovered and developed by Eisai, is an oral multiple receptor tyrosine kinase (RTK) inhibitor with a 

novel binding mode that selectively inhibits the kinase activities of vascular endothelial growth factor (VEGF) 

receptors (VEGFR1 (FLT1), VEGFR2 (KDR) and VEGFR3 (FLT4)), in addition to other proangiogenic and oncogenic 

pathway-related RTKs (including fibroblast growth factor (FGF) receptors FGFR1, 2, 3 and 4; the platelet-derived 

growth factor (PDGF) receptor PDGFRα; KIT; and RET) involved in tumor proliferation. This potentially makes 

lenvatinib a first-in-class treatment, especially given that it simultaneously inhibits the kinase activities of FGFR as 

well as VEGFR. It is currently under development as a potential treatment for thyroid, hepatocellular (Phase III), 

non-small cell lung cancer (Phase II) and other solid tumor types. Lenvatinib was granted Orphan Drug Designation 

(ODD) in Japan for thyroid cancer in August 2012, in the United States for the treatment of follicular, medullary, 

anaplastic, and metastatic or locally advanced papillary thyr



4. About the SFJ Pharmaceuticals Group 

The SFJ Pharmaceuticals Group, which includes SFJ Pharma Ltd., is a Global Drug Development Company, 

which provides a unique co-development partnering model for some of the world’s top Pharmaceutical and 

Biotechnology companies. SFJ uses its financial strength and core team of pharmaceutical development experts to 

provide highly customized partnering models in which SFJ provides the funding and clinical development supervision, 

necessary to obtain regulatory approval for some of the most promising drug development programs of 

Pharmaceutical and Biotechnology companies.  

 


